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The Bundle of Sticks.

A father had seven sons who were always quarreling with one
another. As this distressed the father very much, he one day
desired all of them to come to his chamber. He there laid
before them seven sticks which were fastened together.
"Now", said he, "I will give a hundred crowns to that one of
you who can break this bundle of sticks asunder." Each of
them tried to the utmost of his strength, and each was obliged
to confess that he could not break it. "And yet" said the

father. "there is no difficulty about it. He then untied the
bundle, and broke one stick after the other with the greatest
ease. As long as you hold together, you are a match for all
your enemies; but if you quarrel and separate, it will happen
to you as to these sticks which you see lying broken on the
ground.
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