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READING LESSON.

The wolf and the goat.

A hungry wolf saw a goat feeding on the top of a high
cliff, where he could not raech her, so he begged her to come
down, lest she should miss her footing at that dizzy height.

"And besides," said the wolf, "the grass is much sweeter
here than it is up there, so you would able to get a far better
dinner."

"Thank you," said the goat, "I will come down when you
are gone. I am afraid that you are thinking more about your
own dinner than mine."
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READING LESSON.

THE DOG IN THE MANGER

A dog once went into a stable, and made a bed for himself
on the hay, which he found in the manger.

Now this hay had been placed there by the farmer for his
two horses, which were hard at work in the fields, while the
lazy dog was sleeping.

In the evening the horses returned very tired and hungry.
But when they tried to eat the hay, the surly dog barked and
snapped at them.

(to be continued)
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READING LESSON.
THE DOG IN THE MANGER.
(Continued)

At last the farmer came to see what was the matter, and
with a whip drove away the dog, saying you might let those
eat it who can.

THE VIPER AND THE FILE.

A viper once found its way into a black-smith's shop, and

began looking amongst the tools for some-thing good to eat.



(to be continued)
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READING LESSON.
THE VIPER AND THE FILE.
(Continued)

At last it came to a file which had been left lining on the
ground. The viper, never having seen a file before, seemed to
think that it must be very nice to eat. So it curled itself round
it, and began to bite it.

But the file only laughed, and said, "You must be very
foolish to think you can hurt me. Don't you know that I am so
hard that I am used to bite iron and steel?"
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THE WOLF AND THE LAMB.
One day a Wolf and a Lamb happened to come at the same
time to drink from a brook that ran down the side of the
mountain.

The Wolf wanted very much to eat the Lamb, but meeting
him, as he did face, to face* he thought he must find same
excuse for doing so.
So he began by trying to pick a guarrel*, and said angrily,-
" How dare you come to my brook and muddy the water so
that I cannot drink it ? What do you mean?" "The Lamd*,
very much alarmed, said gently "I do not see how it can be
that I have spoiled the water. You stand higher up the stream,
and the wate* runs from you to me, not from me to you."
"Be that as it may," said the Wolf, "you are arascaleeathe™®
same, forlhave* heard that last year you aid* bad things of me
behind my back."
"Oh, dear Mr. Wolf," cried the poor Lamb," htat* could not
be, for a year ago I was not born."
Finding it of no use to argue any more, the Wolf began to
snarl and show his teeth. Coming closer tothe* Lamb, he said,
"You little wretch.* if it wasnot* you, it was your father; so
it's all the same," and he pounced upon the poor Lamb, and
ate her up,*
When people mean- to do bad anl* cruedthings* they can
easily make excuses for it.
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THE DOG AND HIS SHADOW.

A dog once had a nice piece of meat for his dinner.
Some say that it was stolen, but others, that it had been given
him by a butcher, which we will hope was the case.

Dogs like best to eat at home, and he went trotting along
with the meat in his mouth, as happy as a king.

On his way there was a stream to cross, and as the water
was still and clear, he stopped to take a look at it.

What should he see, as he gazed into its bright depths, but
a dog as big as himself, looking up at him, and lo! the dog
had meat in his mouth.

"T'l try to get that," said he, "then what a feast I sahli



have." As quick as thonght* he snapped at the meat, but in
doing so he had to open his mouth, and his own piece fell to
the bottom of the stream.
Then he saw that the other dog had lost his piece, too.
He went sadly home. That day he had only his thoughts to
dine upon. What do you think they were?
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THE FOX AND THE LION.
A little fox was out playing one day, when a Lion came
roaring along. "Dear me," said the Fox, as he hid behind a
tree, "I never saw a Lion before. What a terrible creature! His
voice makes me tremble."

The next time the Fox met the Lion, he was not so much
afraid, but he said to himself, "I wish he would not make such
a noise!"

The third time they met, Fox was not frightened at all. He
ran up to the Lion, and said, "What are you roaring about ?"
And the Lion was so taken by surprise, that he walked away
without saying a word.
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DFA S FFICHE L TVD,
XVIIL.— The Mice in Council.

1. Some little Mice, who lived in the
walls of a house, met together one night, to
talk of the wicked cat, and to consider what
could be done to get rid of her. The head
Mice were Brown-back, Grey-ear, and
White-whisker.

2. "There is no comfort in the house,"
said Brown-back; "if I but step into the
pantry to pick up a few crumbs, down she
comes, and [ have hardly time to run to my
nest again."
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his head! This is a King indeed. He shall rule
over us," and they went joyfully to meet him.

9. But as their new King came nearer, he
paused, stretched out his long neck, picked
up the head Frog, and swallowed him at a*
mouthful. And then the next — and the next!

10. "What is this?" cried the Frogs, and
they began to draw back in terror.

But the Stork with his long legs easily
followed them to the water, and kept on
eating them as fast as he could.

11. "Oh! if we had only been — " said the
oldest Frog. He was going to add "content,"
but was eaten up before he could finish the
sentence.

12. The Frogs cried to Jupiter to help
them, but he would not listen. And the
Stork-King ate them for breakfast, dinner,
and supper, every day, till in a short time
there was not a Frog left in the lake.

* alk Stickney ® JFA Tl one,
XVIL.— The Ass in the Lion's Skin.

1. An Ass once put on a Lion's skin. It
did not fit him very well, but he found that in
it he could frighten all the timid, foolish little
animals, so he amused himself by chasing
them about.

2. By and by he met a Fox, and tried to
frighten hm by roaring.

"My dear Donkey,* said the wise Fox,
"you are braying, and not roaring. I might,
perhaps, have been frightened by your looks,
if you had not tried to roar; but I know your
voice too well to mistake you for a Lion."

*  THEAIHASBHE L TV 5, Stickney
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4 . It fell with such a splash that the frogs
were frightened, and hid themselves in the
deep mud under the water.

5. By and by, one braver than the rest
peeped out to look at the King, and saw the
Log, as it lay quietly on the top of the water.
Soon they all came out of their hiding places,
and ventured to look at their great King.

6. As the Log did not move, they swam
round it, and at last one by one hopped upon
it.

"This is not a King," said a wise old Frog;
"it is nothing but a stupid Log."
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7 . Again they sent to Jupiter, and begged
him to give them a King who coould rule
over them.

Jupiter did not like to be dsturbed again by
the silly Frogs, but this time he sent them a
Stork, saying, "You will have some one to
rule over you now."

8. As they saw the Stork solemnly
walking down to the Ilake,
delighted.

"Ah!" they said, "see how grand he iooks!
How he strides along! How he throws back

they were
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said she, "will you not lend me a little food?
I will certainly pay you before this time next
year."

4 . "How does it happen that you have no
food of your own?" asked an old Ant. "There
was an abundance in the field where we lived
all Summer, and your people seemed to be
active enough. What were you doing, pray?"

5. "Oh," said the Grasshopper, forgetting
his* hunger, "I sang all the day long, and all
the night, too."

6. "Well, then," interrupted the Ant, "if
you found it so gay to sing all the Summer,
you may as well try to dance away the
Winter," and she went on with her work, all
the while singing the old song:—

"We ants never borrow; we ants never
lend."

% 2 Tld she £HDHDT, his iT her &
HBHREEZ A, Stickney DJFEAL his,
XV.— The Frogs Who Asked for a King.

1. There were* some Frogs who lived
together in a beautful lake. They were a large
company, and were very comfortable, but
they came to think that they might be still
happier if they had a King to rule over them.

2. So they sent to Jupiter, their god, to
ask him to give them a King.

3. Jupter laughed at their folly, for he
knew that they were happier and better off as
they were; but he said to them, "Well, here is
a King for you," and into the water he threw
a big Log.
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1. Once upon a time a man came to a
forest to ask the Trees if they would give him
some wood to make a handle for his Axe.

2. The Trees thought this was very little
to ask, and they gave him a good piece of
hard wood. But as soon as the man had fitted
the handle to his Axe, he went to work to
chop down all the best Trees in the forest.

3. As they fell groaning and crashing to
the ground, they said mournfully one to
another, "We suffer for our own foolishness."

XIV.— The Ants and the Grasshoppers.

1. The Ants and the Grasshoppers lived
in the great field. The ants were busy all the
time gathering a store of grain to lay by for
Winter use. They give* themselves so little
pleasure that their merry neighbours, the
Grasshoppers, came at last to take scarcely
any notice of them.
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XIV.— The Ants and the Grasshoppers.

2. When the frost came, it put an end to
the work of the Ants and the merry-making
of the Grasshoppers. But one fine Winter's
day, when the Ants were employed in
spreading their grain in the sun to dry, a
Grasshopper, who was nearly perishng with
hunger, chanced to pass by.

3. "Good day to you, kind neighbour,"
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XI.— The Crab and Its Mother

4. The little Crab smiled. "When you
learn to do it yourself, you can teach me," he
said, and he went back to his play.

5. Example is better than precept.

XII.— The Wolf and the Crane.

1. One day a Wolf, who was eating his
dinner much too fast, swallowed a bone,
which stuck in his throat, and pained him
very much. He tried to get it out, but could
not.

2. Just then he saw a Crane passing by.
"Dear friend," said he to the Crane, "there is
a bone sticking in my throat. You have a
good long neck; can't you reach down and
pull it out? I will pay you well for it."

3. "T'll try," said the Crane. Then he put
his head into the Wolf's mouth, between his
sharp teeth, and reached down, and pulled
out the bone.

4 . "There!" said the Wolf, "I am glad it is
out; I must be more careful another time."

"If you will pay me, I wilt* go now," said
the Crane.

5. "Pay you, indeed!" cried the Wolf. "Be
thankful that I did not bite your head off
when it was in my mouth. You ought to be
content with that."
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would be acceptable, when, looking up, he
spied some great clusters of ripe, black
grapes, hanging from a trellised vine.

2. "What luck!" he said; "if only they
weren't quite so high, I should be sure of a
fine feast! I wonder if I can get them? I can
think of nothing that would refresh me so."

3. Jumping into the air is not the easiest
thing in the world for a Fox to do; but he
gave a great spring, and nearly reached the
lowest clusters.

"I'll do better next time," he said.

4 . He tried again and again, but did not
succeed as well as at first. Finding, at last,
that he was losing his strength, and that he
had little chance of getting the grapes, he
walked off slowly, grumbling, "The grapes
are sour, and not at all fit for my eating. I"Il
leave them to the greedy birds. They eat
anything."

XI — The Crab and Its Mother.

1. "My child," said a Crab to her son,
"why do you walk so awkwardly? If you
wish to make a good appearance, you should
go straight forward, and not in that one-sided
manner."

2. "1 do wish to make a good appearance,
mamma," said the young Crab; "and if you
will show me how, I will try to walk straight
forward."

3. "Why this is the way, of course," said
the mother, as she started off to the right.
"No, this is the way," said she, as she made
another attempt, to the left.
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2. "All at once he stretched his long neck,
and opened his mouth so wide, and roared so
loud, that I thought he was going to eat me
up, and I ran home as fast as I could. I was
sorry that I met him, for I had just seen a
lovely animal, greater even than he, and
would have made friends with her. She had
soft fur like ours, only it was gray and white.
Her eyes were mild and sleepy, and she
looked at me very gently, and waved her
long tail from side to side. I thought she
wished to speak to me, and I would have
gone near her, but that dreadful thing began
to roar, and I ran away."

3. "My dear child," said the mother, "you
did well to run away. The fierce thing you
speak of would have done you no harm. It
was a harmless Cock. But that soft, pretty
thing was the Cat, and she would have eaten
you up in a minute, for she is he* worst
enemy you have in the whole world."
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X.— The Fox and the Grapes.
1. It was a sultry day, and the Fox was
almost famishing with hunger and thirst. He
was just saying to himself that anything
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4 . Tt befell the great Lion, not long
afterward, to be in as evil a case as had been
the helpless Mouse. And it came about that
his life was to be saved by the keeping of the
promise he had ridiculed.

5. He was caught by some hunters, who
bound him with strong rope, while they went
away to find means for killing him.
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VIIL.— The Lion and the Mouse.

6. Hearing his loud groans, the Mouse
came promptly to his rescue, gnawed the
great rope, and set the royal captive free.

7. "You laughed," he said, "at the idea of
my being able to be of service to you. You
little thought I should repay you. But you see
it has come to pass that you are as grateful to
me as [ was once to you."

8. The weak have their place in the world
as truly as the strong.
IX.— The Mouse, the Cat, and the Cock.

1. A young Mouse, that had not seen
much of the world, came home one day and
said, "Oh, mother! I have had such a fright! I
saw a great creature strutting about on two
legs. 1 wonder what it was! On his head was
a red cap. His eyes were fierce and stared at
me, and he had a sharp mouth.
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6. The next time the Frog from the pond
came to visit his friend, he could not find
him.

"Too late!" sang a Bird, who lived in a tree
that overhung the pool.

"What do you mean?" said the Frog.

"Dead and gone!" said the Bird. "Run over
by a wagon and killed, two days ago, and a
big Hawk came and carried him off."

7 . "Alas! if he had only taken my advice,
he might have been well and happy now,"
said the Frog, as he turned sadly towards
home; "but he would have his way, and I
have lost my friend."

8. Wilful people will not listen to reason.
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VIIL.— The Lion and the Mouse.

1. It once happened that a hungry Lion
woke to find a Mouse just under his paw. He
caught the tiny creature, and was about to
make a muthful of him, when the little fellow
looked up, and began to beg for his life.

2. In most piteous tones the Mouse said,
"If you would only spare my life now, O
Lion, I would be sure to repay you!"

3. The Lion laughed scornfully at this,
but he lifted his paw, and let his brave
prisoner go free.
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1. Once there were two Frogs who were
dear friends.

2. One lived in a deep pond in the woods,
where the trees hung over the water, and
where no one came to disturb him.

3. The other lived in a small pool. This
was not a good place for a Frog, or any one
else, to live in, for the country road passed
through the pool, and all the horses and
wagons had to go that way, so that it was not
quite like the pond, and the horses made the
water muddy and foul.
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VII.— The Two Frogs.

4. One day the Frog from the pond said
to the other, "Do come and live with me:* 1
have plenty of food and water, and nothing to
disturb me; and it is so pleasant in my pond.
Now here there is very little food, and not
much water, and the road passed through
your pool, so that you must always be afraid
of passers-by."

5. "Thank you," said the other Frog; "you
are very kind, but I am quite content here.
There is water enough; those who pass never
trouble me; and as to food, I had a good
dinner day before yesterday. I am so used to
this place, you know, and I do not like
change. But come and see me as often as you

can.”
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1. A Drum was once boasting to a Vase
of Sweet*! Herbs in this way: "Listen to
me! My voice is loud and can be heard far
off. 1 stir the hearts of men so that when they
hear my bold roaring, they march out bravely
to battle.* 2

2. The Vase spoke no words, but gave
out a fine, sweet perfume, that filled the air,
and seemed to say: "I cannot speak, and it is
not well to be proud, but T am full of good
things that are hidden within me, and that
gladly come forth to give cheer and comfort.
But you, you have nothing in you but noise,
and you must be struck to make you give
that out. I would not boast if I were you."
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VL.— The Wolf and the Goat.

1. A Wolf saw a Goat feeding at the top
of a steep precipice, where he could not
reach her. "My dear friend," said the Wolf,
"be careful! I am afraid you will fall and
break your neck. Do come down to the
meadow, where the grass is fresh and green."

2. "Are you very hungry?" said the Goat.
"And is it your dinner-time? And would you
like to eat me? I think I willl not go down to
the meadow to-day, thank you." And she
capered about on the edge of the rock, still
looking down at the greedy Wolf.

3. To give a false reason is to practice

deceit.

VIL— The Two Frogs.
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them.

6. After a few days the owner of the field
came again, and the eager birds listened to
get more news for their mother.

7 . "Since our neighbours have not come,"
the farmer said, "go and ask your uncles and
cousins to come and help us, for our wheat is
ready to harvest."

8. "We must move now! we must surely
move!" said the young Larks, "or the reapers
will come and kill us all."

9. "Not yet," said the mother; "the man
who only sends to his friends to help him is
not to be feared; but watch and listen, if he
comes again."

10. And by and by he came. Seeing the
wheat so ripe that it was shedding its grain,
he said, "To-morrow we will come
ourselves and cut the wheat."

11. And when the birds told this to their
mother, she said, "It is time now to be off,
my children, for the man is in earnest this
time. He no longer trusts to others to do his
work, he* means to do it himself."

Self help is the best help.
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V.— The Drum and the Vase of
Sweet Herbs.
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1V.— The Lark and Her Young Ones.

1. A Lark had made her nest in Spring in
a field of young, green wheat. Her little ones
had been growing larger and stronger all the
Summer, while the wheat grew taller and
closer about their home.

2. As Autumn drew near, the young birds
were almost old enough to fly, and the wheat
was nearly ripe.

3. One day the owner of the wheat-field
came by, and the little Larks heard him say
to his son, "Here will be a fine harvesting of
wheat. I must send to all my neighbours to
come and help me gather it in."

4. This startled the birds. They could
hardly wait for their mother to come home to
move them to a place of safety.
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IV.— The Lark and Her Young Ones.

5. "There is no need for moving yet, my
children," said the mother. But when she left
them, as usual, the next morning, she charged
them to listen to what the farmer said, if he
came again, and to remember so as to tell her
exactly what it was, when she came back to
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III.— The Dog and His Shadow.

1. A Dog once had a nice piece of meat
for his dinner. Some say that it was stolen,
but others* that it had been given him by a
butcher, which we will hope was the case.

2. Dogs like best to eat at home, and he
went trotting along with the meat in his
mouth, as happy as a king.

3. On his way there was a stream to
cross, and as the water was still and clear, he
stopped to take a look at it. What should he
see, as he gazed into its bright depths, but a
dog as big as himelf, looking up at him, and
lo ! the dog had meat in his mouth.

4. "'l try to get that," said he ; "then
what a feast I shall have." As quick as
thought he snapped at the meat, but in doing
so he had to open his mouth, and his own
piece fell to the bottom of the stream.

5. Then he saw that the other dog had
lost his piece, too. He went sadly home. That
day he had only his thoughts to dine upon.
What do you think they were?
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"You

little wretch, if it was not you, it was your

Coming closer to the Lamb, he said.* 2

father; so it's all the same," and he pounced
upon the poor Lamb, and ate her up.

%1 H_ET Thim I her DFRM] &
FTIET %, Stickney ®JEXT% Thim],
* 2 Stickney DJFRA T2 <,

BEE TS (BN ZHE"A—H)

TERFH. ENPERTELDOES. B
BROBRXIEDEARE. b A6 THREAL
LRV X E2T FREFELBAHEOT
BOTLEVELS

ZSOP'S FABLES.

WEDSWEE R
% X)
.. 5N % E
8. When people mean to do bad and cruel BELVAREBVWEZAIILEANIEZICH
things, they can easily make excuses for it. DO EZHENLNDZEDTH B,

II.— The Fox and the Lion.

1. A little Fox was out playing one day,
when a Lion came roaring along. "Dear me,"
said the Fox, as he did behind a tree, "I never
saw a Lion before. What a terrible creature!
His voice makes me tremble."

2. The next time the Fox met the Lion, he
was not so much afraid, but he said to
himself.* "I wish he would not make such a
noise!"

3. The third time they met, Fox was not
frightened at all. He ran up to the Lion, and
said, "What are you roaring about ?" And the
Lion was so taken by surprise, that he walked
away without saying a word.
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The Wolf and the Lamb. BUATF LD

1. One day a Wolf and a Lamb happened
to come at the same time to drink from a
brook that ran down the side of the mountain.

2. The Wolf wanted very much to eat the
Lamb, but meeting him*1 , as he did, face to
face, he thought he must find some excuse
for doing so.

3. So he began by trying to pick a
quarrel, and said angrily,—

"How dare you come to my brook, and
muddy the water so that I cannot drink it?
What do you mean?"

4. The Lamb, very much alarmed, said
gently "I do not see how it can be that I have
spoiled the water. You stand higher up the
stream, and the water runs from you to me,
not from me to you."

5. "Be that as it may," said the Wolf,
"you are a rascal all the same, for I have
heard that last year you said bad things of me
behind my back."

6. "Oh, dear Mr. Wolf," cried the poor
Lamb, "that could not be, for a year ago I
was not born."

7 . Finding it of no use to argue any more,
the Wolf began to snarl and show his teeth.
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